Gateway Tigers – Mizzou Alumni Association

Tuesday, April 9th 2013

Present: Rob Edwards, Vanessa Ferguson, Elizabeth Gaines, Courtney Hinton, Ryan Linder, Jayson Meyer, Amanda LePoire 

President's Update

Courtney updated us on SEC Olympics and SEC Kickoff. The SEC Olympics/Softball game is back on, however, a date has yet to be established . The SEC kickoff will be August 24th from 4:00-8:00 p.m. at  Llewellyn's. Vanderbilt and Tennessee alumni are putting this together. They're asking us to spread the word and each school is asked to bring 20 people. 
The Komen Race for the Cure is June 15th. The SEC club is wanting to have a “cheer section” at some point in the race. More information will follow. 
There is an EXEC MBA Reception on April 25th at the Hyatt at the Arch from 5:30-7:00. Current students, faculty and staff will be on hand to discuss the program. 
Mizzou Pep Rally Night at the Ballpark is with the River City Rascals is Saturday, August 10th. They're hoping to plan a similar event to last year and wanting to have the pep squad involved. Jayson is going to follow up so we can get Truman/cheerleaders/etc.
If you haven't expressed your intentions for next year's chapter board positions, Courtney says PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE get with one of them to make them aware about your interest from the 2013-2014 year. If you know anyone from outside the chapter who wants to get involved, let them know as well. 
MAA Staff Liaison Remarks
Jayson gave us a membership update and is encouraging everyone to make a last-minute push. We've talked about a membership contest between the St. Louis and Kansas City alumni chapters. Jayson says both chapters are ahead of their quotas from the year but hopes we can put some resources behind a potential contest. 
Courtney and others have been working together with the St. Charles Alumni chapter as part of a joint task force with both chapters. They're attempting to increase the engagement in the St. Louis area. The fine-tuning from those meetings will be shared shortly with the governing board and later with the local chapters. There has been a recommendation that the St. Charles Chapter be folded into the St. Louis Chapter to create a more regional approach to engagement in the metro area. The task force would also like to see an MAA staff member who lives in the St. Louis area. The task force involves current and past presidents of STL, St. Charles Alumni Chapters; former Jefferson Club Officers; Griffith's Society members; in addition to former and current governing board members.
The MAA staff is working on an improved version of our online program that will allow volunteers to monitor the columns program status. It will allow a better web-based opportunity to track the chapter's progress.
Jayson thanked everyone for their dedication and hard work to the scholarship process. He congratulated us on the $35,000 that we allocated this year and said it's a great investment in Mizzou.
Past Events
Tabitha couldn't make the meeting but wanted to thank everyone for their volunteer work last weekend at the Ronald McDonald House. 
Soiree in Stripes

Carlie was unable to attend tonight's meeting but did send along a typed progress note to update the board on Soiree in Stripes planning. I am attaching her notes.

Don’t forget Soiree in Stripes Ambassador Happy Hour this Thursday from 5-7pm at Cardwell’s in Clayton!
Invite anyone you think may be interested in finding out more about Soiree! Tickets will be on sale and we will be collecting Ambassador information. To be an ambassador we ask that they commit to selling 4 tickets and promoting Soiree at their office, amongst friends and at any Mizzou gatherings! We will have pledge cards available for people to sign at the happy hour.

Tickets
Tickets are on sale now! Remember to purchase early. If you do not want to purchase on Eventbrite, we will have paper tickets available this week or next. Just let us know if you are interested.

Auction Donations
Attached you will find the donor letter, donor form and sponsorship level detail. Please share this information with any of your contacts that might be interested in donating to the auction!!! We need any and all items! Gift certificates to restaurants/spas/family entertainment, signed memorabilia, etc.!

Sponsorship
We are happy to announce that Coventry Healthcare has signed on to be a Truman sponsor again this year! Please share the attached sponsorship letter with anyone that you think may be interested in sponsoring Soiree. I have attached a general PDF and in addition, one that can be personalized with name and address. If there is anyone that you would like us to reach out to, please send us their contact information.

VIP Chapter Update Happy Hour
We are trying to coordinate a VIP Chapter update happy hour to get Howard Richards to attend. Need to confirm a date and then will be able to coordinate more details.

Next Soiree Meeting
The group is going to meet after the happy hour on Thursday to make sure we are moving forward and check in on a few key projects.
Scholarship Process Update
Elizabeth thanked everyone for their help with the scholarship process. Our top winner is getting a total of $9,000 in scholarships. Other winners are getting varying amounts for a total of $35,000. The board gives a HUGE ROUND OF APPLAUSE to Elizabeth for all of her hard work and dedication. 
Elizabeth said there were some issues with people not submitting their phone numbers and it made it difficult to contact them for an interview. Ryan suggested we create a required field for phone numbers on the scholarship application and promise not to share it with any outside sources.
Dave and Busters
Amanda re-ran the numbers for the Dave & Busters event on Wednesday, June 5th factoring in 25 attendees. We're trying to market this as a “welcome back” event for new grads, but we are also open to opening this up to current students. Amanda got a quote of $809.27 for 25 people. That includes an appetizer-type buffet, unlimited soda, and a $10 game card. We'd like board members to review these numbers and see if it's something we want keep pursuing and plan. Please provide your feedback so we can vote and make a decision. 
